
1 972/04/22 


The White House 

WAS MINOTON 


April 22, 1972 


Mr. President: 

Attached is the message from 
Dr. Kissinger received yesterday 
evening. 



DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12356. Sect. 3.4 

tviSC V/3M F93-W 

Rv NARA, Date. g/V*» 



-T OP CEGRET/SENSITIV - &/ - EYES QNb ¥- 


April 21, 1972 

TO: GENERAL HAIG, THE WHITE HOUSE 

FROM: HENRY A. KISSINGER 

L Had four and a half hour session with Brezhnev. Atmosphere was 
extremely cordial, almost effusive. His protestations of eagerness to have 
the summit no matter what the circumstances was at times almost maudlin, 
certainly extremely strong. Brezhnev is very forceful, extremely nervous, 
highly unsubtle, quite intelligent but not in the class of other leaders we 
have met. His mood can best be summed up in the following concluding quote 
Quote . Before we end I would very much like you to convey to 
President Nixon that I can confirm and reconfirm our views and the desire 
of our government to hold the Soviet-American summit meeting. 

We attach immense importance to it and we believe that it cannot only 
be historic but epoch-making. We believe it would serve the best interest 
of the U. S. Government and Soviet people. We believe in this way both our 
sides can exert a beneficial influence on world affairs. 

We believe the main issue is the relationship between the United States 
and the Soviet Union, our two countries. Unquote. 

2. Four-fifths of the meeting dealt with Vietnam. I gave him just 
enough about the summit to whet his appetite but nothing concrete and refused 
to discuss any specifics. Brezhnev read me a telegram addressed to him 
from Hanoi which in effect restated the position Hanoi gave us on April 19. 
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It rejected a meeting in Moscow in particularly insolent terms. Brezhnev 
indicated considerable readiness to help bring about a meeting. He seemed 
less sure about how to help in substance. I did not advance any substantive 
ideas nor even our formula on how to get talks started. This will be the 
first item of business tomorrow. Brezhnev ! s attitude can perhaps be summed 
up in two quotes about Vietnam: 

Quote : We must remove all obstacles to the Summit. Unquote . 

Quote : In finding a solution, let us try tomorrow to find the positive. 
Unquote . 

3. It seems improbable that we can be back before Monday night. We 
have not yet discussed one substantive issue other than Vietnam. Tomorrow 
I shall submit our proposal and they said they had some Quote concreteideas 
unquote about Vietnam to present tomorrow. I was brutal in explaining that a 
guaranteed deescalation for a year was the minimum we could settle for. 

4. What about the Tan Hoa operation? It is essential that it take 
place while I am here. The bombing last week-end was an absolute necessity. 
We certainly got their attention. 

5. A sidelight: Brezhnev said that they are now doing everything to 
help the President get re-elected. 
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